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Election 2019 Special: Reality Checking “Muslim Manifesto”

www.beingbritishmuslims.com

By Dr Mamnun Khan

1. Summary

British Muslims havdistoricallyvoted Labour which was originallpasedon the socieeconomis, class

and welfare needs dirst generationMuslims.Increasinglyjn the youngersecond and third generations,

Muslims are voting Labour onthe assimption that only Labour meetsthe socalled “Muslim
pledgestommitments” However his has beerframed in narrow in-group, identarian terms which: (1) is

not true to the life of Muslims in the UK in that issues about the economy, jobs, taxatiomgration,

health, education, trade, industry policy etc. are as relevant to Msslimmany other; (2t onstr ai ns G
guidance as a living guidee with persuasive power tofluence society more generally; and (8%ting of
manifesto pledges and commitments of political partiesdoganisations like MEND and the M&GBve
been biasedagainstthe Conserative Party, discountng religiouslyinspired thinking onpublic policy and
political engagementin fact, eality checksarried out in this papeshow that despite thepopulistview
among British Muslims the Conservatives do have good track recordof supportingt h e  sMusiim
pledgestommitme n t This Paperlsocalls onbelieversto change human hearts as part of bringiabout
betterment in society, and¢ounselsMuslimsof the dangers otaking biased political sidekat fall into
groupthink and moral tribalism

“

2. Introduction

Stakes ilGE201%re big. The type of Brexit and whether it happens at all and the-gasterity fireup of

the UK present huge opportunitiesnd risks.In practice, how the UK aximises the opportunities and
mitigatesthe risksaren ’clear, and the rang of optionsavailable aresubject tointensedebate. While the
reality isthat not all opportunities and risksvill be foreseeable ocontrolledthrough policyalone it isthe
responsibility of plitical partiesto proposeviable agendafor deliveringthe “best’ outcome for theUK.
Snce political parties in GE2019 have very differgalitical philosophiesand perspectives on m@naging
the economy and sociefyas voterswe havestarker choices in this election thamperhapswe ' ve had i
recent memory However, n determining who we vote foiwe are challenged by the fact thated o n ' t
necessarily know théuller, holisticdetailson the riskreward tradeoffs and priorities.Not leastasthere

are differences between facts anaspirationalprojectionsin a changing world that requires responding to
uncertainties and crisedNor are we ourselvasurely data-driven and impartial. As individuals, we have our
own dispositions, perspectives and interests which we factor in too.

The Quranic story of Khidr g a goodillustration of not knowing the fuller, holistic detaildMusa was
rebuked by God for claiming to lkee most knowledgeable, and was directed to learn from a lesser known
Prophet, Khidr.However, pending time with Khidr, Musa saw Khidr carryoatsawhich he could not
rationalise and could not beapatiently. Later, Khidrexplained that he was party to Gagiven knowledge

of events which Musa was northis illustration is not to point out that we cannot reasewhich of course

we can. Ratherthe point here is thatlike Musawe simplycannotknow the fuller detailsabout what the
future holdsespecially in a changing world@his is why we areecliant on experts andournalists to make
sense for us, thoughased orthe Quranicview ofresponsilility we still need tokeep a critical mindwe
must remain alert to the possibility thatven experts arenot entirely devoid oftaking wild positios,
cognitive bias, expectant attention, groupthink and so on.
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For British Muslims,there is noexplicit divine writ that compelaus allto vote for only one party. In fact

there are advantages and disadvantageghe policies ofall the parties based on our perceptions and
intuitions, personabriorities, community priorities,priorities for the wider societyetc. Hections arethus

about making judgement callsAs believers we are responsible fgeeking truth, being fairand
reasonableminded, and acting to enjoin in good and removing harms. This general ethic of the believer is
unbound by identy, race groupor nationality, andlike religiou$y-inspired expressions theyan differ

from one person to another depending @ontext, time andcircumstance God does not burden people
beyond what they can bea2286, and we are not responsible for things that happen outside of our
control (41:46)

3. Flaws in the big ideas about “Muslim vote”

To help UKMuslims decideon “Muslim-centric’ priorities advo@cy and representation organisatisfike
MEND and the MCB, as wellaseworganisations for religious cultivatidrave sought tgrovide steerto
Muslims While these attempts are generaligadewith good intentions and leadership in minid, reality
they are deeply flawed on a numberadunts.

1. Theyassume aressentialisedd e f i ni t i on o f thée pablisflarimgbf wivahisea Mudim
pledge/commitment is neither Godcentred norcontextualisedo conditions politiesand impactghat
are intractablyinterlockedwith wider society Decidingwho to vote for based on narrowisolatedor
seltcentred positions on matters of social policy unwittingly serves toflaunt “* mu t tasslrédy
diversity’ on idealised,non-negotiable and impradical grounds For“ ogt oup” communi ti
attitudes can beeasily taken as confrontational signalling that Muslims are mordeserving of
something compared to other peoplenot least because expectant attentiatictates that whenthe
“o4gt o expéct or want to see somethiripey aremore likely to misinterpret cues as the thing
they expect or want to sedn this kind of discourseociety struggles to develop based on mulyal
beneficialvalues andmuch to danageis done tothe image of Islam and Muslims as Gmahtred
people.

Muslim issues are not in isolation to wider society, and muct
the challenges that Muslims perceive to be specific to them
in reality part of broader impacts and challenges in soci
affecting a wider cross section of society, albeit perhaps in
acute forms or less highlighted in the media.

Wider society

-
IMuslims)

2. Theyarenot formed on Goetcentred reasoning abur polity. Contextualisatiorof religion, for example,
is meant to play a crucial role in making Islam relevant across time and space. Howexdd amue
this rarely happens in the UK, especially on the matter of publieasskrtion. As a result we end up
havingthe same analysis of society and the same programmes for social developinéntygh) as if
they were in South #ia or living in medievaines!?

3. They eflect and embroil Muslimsgnto the organisationbody politicwhich is taken as the accepted
“fact dale'r oorpoi nt,’anda f e mésdnedrfrenmSiecag” principles For MEND, for
i nst an dtke marifasto anglysigummarisgs] the key principles, values, and beliefs on whikch

1See bookBeing British Muslims: Beyond Ethnocentric Religion and Identity Politics, pp. 60.
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MEND i s Z“Nowhare istlte.Gbdcentred basisdeliberatedor internalised Similarly, ér the

MCRB the basis ofts authority isan affiliate modeWwhere affilatesvoluntarily apply for membership,

but which doesnot specify a mandate for the MCB tetermine andcommit to Godcentred

perspectiveson public seHassertion Moreover, thei dea of “Musl im perspect

differi n a par adieqqmeofas” di fsfoaurce of mercy,” yet

critique or dissent Often engagingthem becomesa selfvalidation exercise forother Muslim
organisationeven thougththe extentof godlyreasoning andieliberation arenot primary divers

4. These attempts have tended to fit into one dfet following ideas aboubhow Muslims should vote
Here we will review and highlighteir key strengths and weaknesses.

Voting strategies Strengths Weaknesses

1. Muslimsvoteasa Potentially enable$uslims  § Creates in wider societhe perceptionof Muslimsas a

single block to makea bigger political groupthink community where disseirt political leaning s n ' t
impactin elections This can accepted Yet on the gsundintra-Muslim polityi s defined bya
be used to influence shared religiousutlookand ishighly fractured along ethnic,
particularly the outcome in cultura and sectarian variables.
marginal seatandforce 9 As high a80% of Muslims voters already vote for Labour not
political parties taake necessarily on the basis of Musteentric pledges, but by virtue
Muslim communitiesnore of the fact that immigrant communitiesom lower socie
seriously. economic classdsave always preferrethore socialistpolicies

9 As a minority group, Muslims need to make frierdsoss all
political sides, but isidingexclusivelyith one partyMuslim
polity ispegged tothe fate ofone political party oveothers,
which isunnecessarilyimitinga n d i <thi¢ df a bellewer.

9 Block votingeeds into the identarian polarisation of society,
where identitybecomes the primary basis of interacti@mather
t h a n delibezation,humanity orgodliness.

2. Muslims vote 1 Allows Muslims to focus on Ignores the fact that many things which Muslims consider to bg

primarily based on specific areas that are intrinsically Muslirrcentricissuese.g. Islamphobic bullying at

Muslim-centric issues intrinsically related to their school, are in fact only a small subset of broadstes fosociety
Muslim identity, and to deal with e.g. bullying generallyrhis reduceshe Musim view
therefore evaluate political to a narrow lensdespite the fact that solving Islamophobic
parties for the extent to bullying, say, cannot be done in isolation to bullying generally.
which they meet such needs  And so, by addressing bullying in general would inherently
and demand. address Islamophobic bullying.

1 Assumes that Muslims are driven to vote on issues of faith wh¢
jobs, heath, taxation etc., are at least equally as important.
Moreover,this projects Muslimcentric issuegsseparate to non
Muslim concerng f eedi ng i nto “us V €
impading intercultural cohesiondndat the same time castson-
Muslim concernsisintrinsicallynot Muslim concernsThiskind of
identarian exclusivitys not the way of the believer.

9 Focuses o Muslim identity at the expense of ethnocentric
cultural needsdespite the fact that Muslim communities are
rooted in their ethnecultural roots than a shared religious

outlook.
3. Muslims vote 9 Muslims are among the i Tactical voting has worked in some individoahstituenciesut
tactically to maximise lower socieeconomic classes  remains unproven at mational level. This is because there are
chances of keeping of the UK, whicthas meant many different types of voter shifts that happening at the same
the Tories out that histori c timefordifferent reasonsvhich cancounteractthe effects of
voted for more socialist tactical voting.
policies that seek to 1 In GE2019, many Independenitisbeal Democratandthe Green
eradicating class in society. Partyhave already made pacts lopt fielding candidates, the size
This makes it of whichcould easilycounteract tactical voting.

2 https://www.mend.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MENEPolicyPledges2019_Final_11.11.19.pdbp. 5.Retrieved 7
December 2019.
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4, The macro challenges in office for Labour and Conservatives

Mani festos are increasingly | i ke Stated byithkdngtitutb ofo c hur
Government (I0G), they are increasingly not delivered Nievertheless, the promises made in manifestos

often give the impression thahanifests can be delivered in full, especialigradical and big as Labdurs
manifesto, andthat simply by delivering the manifesto the underlying probtego away. But reality is of

course far more complicated; sceoc onomi ¢ f orces work in dialectic,
internal and external variables might play oln.additin, the GE2019 manifestos of both loaip and the
Conservative party, whichr oad |l y p big stateaboual ssmh” versug hdveODne N
been poorlycosted according to the #titute of Fiscal Policy (IFS).

Labour ' s b ing getting a biy enaughingjority to deliver large parts of the manifesto, and
becomingheavily constrained bynresolvedEuroscepticismleremyCorbynhasthe lowestnet satisfaction

of any political leadegoing intoan election since records begam 1983° and willlikely struggle to unite

the centre ground both in the Parliamentary Labouwarty and worse still UK societizabour has 242
parliamentary seats before th€ E2019vhich was down from 262 following GE2017. For Labour to gain a
majority (326seat9 they would need at least 82 more seats 8f) ifthe target is322 excluding the 7 Sinn
Fein seats), which is a very big aBhis isalso complicated by the fact that the Leave vote is strong in some
traditional Labour heartlanddvloreover, with the riseof Scottish nationalism ithe SNP, Labour has lost
much ofits traditional strongholdin Scotland, whicthas becomea structural problemwhichthe Labour
party is struggling to recover from. Going intoatition with the Lileral Democratsor the SNP, thagh a
distantpossibilitywill be unstable.

For the Conservatives, thaain sticking points that unlessa sufficiently big enough majoritis achievd
deliveling Brexitwill be a struggleand there is a distant possibility thate could be back having reother
General Election soon. Currentlthe Conservatives have 298arliamentary seats (down from 317
following GE2017)which is24 short of a majaty (excluding Sinn Fein). It is likely that any majority will
need to beextended by another by 10 seats to becomfortable in Government. Net satisfaction with
Boris Johnsonthough much more favourable than Jeremy Corligrstill not good enough for the UKs
social cohesioo improve Funding of public services, including the Nl be slightly less than what is
needed and getting Brexit done is unlikedy its ownto heal thepolarisationin society.

5. Conclusions about who to vote

In view of theaforementionedchallenges in officéor both Labour andConservativeparties and the low

likelihood of an outright majority Labour governmefmeeding to increase the number of seats by 33%

another 82 seafs it is important thatMuslims who might beninded to vote Labouconsidervoting for the

candidate they think will most likely champion the local contextrrespective of which party is in
government, what ordinary voters including Muslimsist keep in minds the need to work with whoever

is elected as their constituency MP. In this sense, in the context of Labour being less likely to be in
government, @t er s shoul d not f o rfos thdir eonstitheacy Bylhinking thahayn d i d a
need to vote Bbourf or supposedly meet i Bgow'isMdsimpleiguide todllustratet me n
this.

3 Seehttps://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/manifestdrackerfor comparison of manifestos and other articles for analysis
and opinions. Retrieved 7 December 2019.

4 Conservativehttps://www.ifs.org.uk/election/2019/article/conservativ@nanifesteaninitial-reactionfrom-ifs-researchers
Labour:https://www.ifs.org.uk/election/2019/article/labourmanifesteantinitial-reactionfrom-ifs-researchersRetrieved 7
December 2019.

5 Source: Ipsos MORI.
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Is it a safe seat or Who is the incumbent Is the candidate competent

marginal political party? with a proven track record? Who to vote
Safeseat Labour Yes Labour
Safeseat Labour No Best known Independerar

Conservativer Lib Dens
Safeseat Conservative Yes Conservative
Best known Independerar
Labour or Lib Dems

Safeseat Conservative No

Labour/Conservativiib Vote for whictever candidateis Labour or Conservativer

Dems/Independent more competent andhas a Lib Dems or Independent
proventrack record

Marginalseat

It is clear that our approach telectionshas not maturedat all in the last decade. | recall calling for an
emphatic rethink followings E 2 0 1 7 : -GE201p, wisether one votes for the Conservatives or Labour or

another party, it’s in our <collective interest f ¢
politically active individuals engage wider political parties by reacbhirgto them, working with them
productively for mutual benefit and hol ding back

As believers wanust change human hearts as part of bringing about betterment in society. This is a
Prophetic imperative in the politicof cultural setassertion. Taking biased political sides and embroiling
ordinary Muslim into iis a serious matter of conscience that organisations ought to reflect upelrevers

must resist being detached from our surrounding context and existesfiates and must not fall into
groupthink or moral tribalism.

6. Reality checking “Muslim Manifesto”

Herewill reality checkhe manifesto analysis of MENBwch ofwhich is similar tdhe MCBs. What is very
clear in both of themis that they are exasdingly based against the Conservativar®. Under most
MuslimcommitmentsThe Conservative Parfye given very low scordss cori ng 5 ver sus La
MEND analysisaridn t h e MfaiB"6 sf the 10 eommitmentsversusL a b oall passes)As such

the reality checkindnerewill be to check against what the Conservatives have domgpvernment already

It is important not to be biasd against one party because this needlessly polarises Muslims, fractures
society andmmaturely enragedluslims as antConservative. However, this is not only unfair oroita; it

is counterproductive for social cohesion and progression of Muslims in sodibty fact thatorganisation

like MEND and the MQiavenot exhibited greater plitical nuances disappointingespecially given that it

is an accountof being Muslims to Godand livingup to godliness associated witthe privilege of
representing UK Muslims.

Racial and Religious Equality:

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to adopting the definition of Islamophobia produced by the APPG for
British Muslims

Reality check| TheAPPG or Br i t idsfihitionVod Isldmiophabia has been widely rejected by civil
society groups, other religious and cultural groups such as Sikh3eavs, secular society groups, advocates
of free speech, and others. It has also been rejectethbyonlyShari’ analysis to date conducted byh&/kh
Mohammed Nizami. | have also rejected @n the basis that theA P P Gléfisition: 1) is practically
unworkable since it has failed to gain binyof wider society which is vital for change happenon the

6 See bookBeing British Muslims: Beyond Ethnocentric Religion and Identity Politics.
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ground; 2) it does not meet theequired level of unambiguityequired for legal standing; and Bcializes

and secularises thd undament al ng d&a s loif m,“”"bewhi ch mu st anch
identarianism. The Government is still committed to agreeing workable definition, and unlike the APPG on
British Muslims (which was led by nshari’ trained members of the public), has selected Qari Asind, an

imam, to lead on this.

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to a review of the 2006 Racial and Religious Hatred Act with a view to
strengthening legal protection afforded to religious communities.

Reality check| The Conservative Government in October 2018 already announced an independent project
by the Law Commissiofor a wideranging review into hate crime to explore how to make current
legislation more effective. The Law Commission is due to report back yn28@0’

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Implement primary legislation to deal with social media offences and hate speech
online and commit to working with social media companies to protect free speech while developing an
efficient strategy to tackle hate speech online in consultation with Muslim grassroots organisations.

Reality check| Hate speech is a very complicatatta of law, and those working in it will recognise the
societywide and broader discussions that need to be had first between privacy and freeflemeech
versus and online harms. Unilateral imyplentations without consultingndustry and rights groups will
simply not work. As such there is already an Online Harms White Rapieh iscurrentlyin consultation.
Additionaly, there are various voluntaryrimciplessuch as the Onlinehild Sexual Exploitation andbse

that are under consultation. The Conservative Government has also applied political pressure to online
platforms such as Facebook and Twitter to take remedi@biado remove hate speech in whatever form it

is, and not exclusive to Muslims, though Muslims equally benefit.

Moreover, t was the Conservativ&overnmentthat launched theCommission folCounteringExtremism,
which has to date provied structure to tackling hatéhat was previously lackingPrior to thisCommission

for Countering Extremispthere was a lack of systematic analysis that differentiated different types and
characteristics of hatsuch that rights restriction, hateful extréem and radicalisation were all conserved
part of the same problem definition which meant that policies were not true to llifEannow expectingthe
Commission for Countering Extremism to recommendch greater targeted measures to reduce hate
overall insociety.

Lastly, it was the Conservatied Government that set ughe Working Group on Amluslim Hatein
2012, and seeks to take forward proposals to tackle-&htslim hatred, involving Muslim stakeholders and
communities whose interests they reprage

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to financing mosque security in a manner that is proportional to risk, in
line with what is already correctly provided to Jewish religious institutions.

Reality check| It was the Conservative Government thiatroduced the FRaces Of Wrship protective
security schemén the Home Office in 2016 as part of its Hate Crime Action, Rlach has madet a
apriority to finance securityor mosques especially with the increase in hate crimes targeting Musligs
in the aftermath of the Christchurch attackbwever,in 2018,only 22 mosquesvere granted funding and
a further 24 applications were rejectéddwhile a lot more needs to be don@ the Home Officeas

7 https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hatecrime/. Retrieved 7 December 2019.

8 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/onlindnarmswhite-paper/onlineharmswhite-paper. Retrieved 7 December
2019.

9 https://www.thequardian.com/uknews/2019/jun/30/hatecrime-22-mosquesreceivefundingsecurityuk. Retrieved 8 December
2019.
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highlighted by the MCB, the comparison with Jewish indtihs may not be appropriate givethat: (1)
anti-Muslim hate is a relatively new phenomenon in Western societies as opposed to the histamti- of
Semitism (2)the nature andsize of the Muslim communityand (3) the inherent mistrustluslimshaveof
government funding.

Youth and Education:

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to prioritising *PSRE and PSHE within the national curriculum and ensure
grassroots Muslim organisations are enlisted to assist in developing teaching materials to educate young
people on the dangers of Islamophobia.

Reality check| There is no data to suggest thistamophobia in schools &problem Why this should be a

stated priority for Muslims as opposetthings that are more pressing suelsocial media abuse of yogn

Muslim girls is perplexing. In any case, the teachingBof i t i sh Val ues as: “democ
i ndividual Il iberty and mutual r es p et alreadyrpobvidéso | e r a
sufficientvaluesbasedteaching againsarbitrary dscriminationin civil society

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to supporting academic freedoms and initiatives to decolonise education,
whilst giving greater emphasis within the national curriculum to shared histories and the contributions of
minority communities in building our society.

Reality check| Learning more about the problems the British Emgiagised in the Age of Empii®a good

thing provided that it is based on a balanced learning and is evidence besegverwhy colonial studies
should be a Musliatentric priority above extensive learning about the life of the Prophet or the productive
interaction of Muslim civilizations is pegxing. British academia already has high standards of academic
freedom, and where there are problems it is a matter for university departments and Ofsted to look into
for evidencen the first instance

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to developing training programmes for teachers focussed on tackling and
addressing bullying based on race, religion, disability, or sexuality.

Reality check| Bullying is already widely addressed in sctlibomdugh existing materialsvhich has been the
casefor decades. This prddm is not limited to Muslims but touches ahildrenregardless oface, religion,
disability, or sexualityCallingout special treatment foprotecting Muslimschildren frombullying(by non
Muslims or Muslims) when there is no data to suggest that ihispecific Muslirfocussed problems
unwarranted.

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to supporting faith school provisions in the state sector for Muslim pupils
and parents.

Reality check| Schools are generally inclusive places and take steps to accommodate the needs of Muslim
children as much as others. This has been the case for decades, and in schools where there are large
Muslim populations, the norm practics to provideprayer and wdu facilitates. Exactly what legislation

would do to facilitate thisnyfurther is unclear.

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to implementing Shariah compliant student loans to encourage more
British Muslim students to attend university.

10 The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014, http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/made
Seealso,Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools,

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promotindundamentatbritish-valuesthrough-smsc
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Reality check| The Conservative havealready consulted Muslim communities (including NUS, FOSIS, IBB,
Al-Qalam etc.) for feedback on a proposshari’ah-compliant student loans model to decide if is was
acceptable and to begin to explore how this product mightniiede available through the Student Loans
Company in a Sharizompliant way! Subsequentlyin 2017, TheGovernmentintroduced The Higher
Education and Research Bill where Clausee@®erredthe powers to implement &hari’ah compliant

student finance syem. Howeve |, wi th Brexi t,andsunikdyitcad® 80 until Braxivig r e s s
resolved.

The Labour Market

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to tackling religious, racial and gendered discrimination in the workplace
through targeted interventions at all stages of recruitment, retention and promotion. Commit to the use of
name-blind applications and targeted interventions within employment aimed at tackling the ‘triple penalty’
and improving access to employment for British Muslim women specifically. Commit to supporting
employers to recognise and accommodate religious festivals and religious observance within the workplace,
including the provision of halal meat, prayer rooms, and flexible work hours during Ramadan.

Reality check| Thelaw already protectsvorkplacediscrimination of characteristics such as age, gender
reassignment, being married or in a civil partnership, being pregnant or on maternity leave, disability, race
including colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin,igan or belief, sex, sexual orientation etc.

Compelling employers to introduce narwind applications would need to be done in consultation with
employers and rights group#ncreasingly employers are voluntarily introducing nanridind application
processes, anthking steps to ensure their workforces are diverse. However, Ralind applications have
problems of their own in that they mapegate quota-based positive selectionsuch as gender and
ethnicity, encouraging females into STEM.€lbey canlao make the hiring process longer, and employers
may find it harder to assess someone’s <cultural
interests. The biggest problem is that discriminatdsias can still creep in during fate-face intervews

where the employer may decide at interview stage based on unconscious cognitive bias against the colour
of one’s skin, accent dt,alsofailsjteadudressr divecsity| ahdubiag probldmse s s
elsewhere in the organisatiomcludingdecisionsaround reward and promotion decisiof.

With regards to religious festivals, provision of halal meat, prayer rooms and flexible hours during
Ramadan, these are already in HR best practice guides of major empleygukoyers accept the dathat
shows that diversity helps with more productive and innovative workplatesues that are local to
organisations are better dealt with through interr@giscussions with HR departmentather thana legally
binding enforcement.

Media and Broadcasting

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to the full implementation of the Royal Charter on press regulation.
Commit to the commencement of the second part of the Leveson Inquiry, including an investigation into the
prevalence of Islamophobia within the media. Support initiatives by the broadcasting industry to promote
positive portrayals of Muslims in the media.

Reality check] It is unpractical to expect greater press regulation in a country like the UK that has prided in
press freedonfor centuries.The press plys an essential role iime checks and balancdés powerin the
UK, and attempts to curtapressfreedomswill be difficult to enforce legally. However, media monitoring

11 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/shari@ompliantstudentfinance
12 For strengths and weaknesses of nabiiad application seehttps://www.ciphr.com/features/whatis-blind-recruitment/.
Retrieved 8 December 2019.
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and standards (e.g. the Centre for Media Monitoring set up by the MCB) can be dtbngoad success in
the same way as the reputable media and charities increasingly do fact checking to counter
misrepresentation or bias.

Crime, Policing, and the Criminal Justice System

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to investigating structural Islamophobia within the Criminal Justice
System.

Reality check]| Th e Conser vat ijustee sGaetary Davignlgdiingtons has already emded

Davi d Lanmoutspoke MP on race rightgdvernmentcommissioned studyinto the treatment of,

and outcomesBAMEindividuals in the criminal justice systesaying that the Conservative Government
(which becomes especially relevant commitheedconodeker
injustice wherever it exists. Where we cannot explaiifiedences in outcomes for different groups, we will
reform.”*® The work has begun to put measures into practice, although there is a very long to go. The point
here to noteis that the Lammy Review was a Conservative government commissioned study.

Security and Counter-Terror

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to independently reviewing all counterterrorism legislation enacted since
2000 with a view to curbing the encroachment of counter-terrorism policies on civil liberties.

Reality check| The Government has already launched an independent review of Prevent, appointing Lord
Alex Carlisle as the reviewavhichis targeted for completion in August 20#0and the Government has
conceded to judicial review of his appointed

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to recognising the role of UK foreign policy in individuals being drawn to
political violence.

Reality check| Geopolitical conflicts would exist without UK involvement and would drawthiase
committed to political violencérom all around the world, including the U&sit happened inBosnia and

the Afghan warHence, it is dubious to think that simply withet UK refraining from involvement in conflict
situationswould result in less terrorism in the URerpetrators of vlence do not discriminate between
Western countries, for examplBenmark, Norway, Sweden have all had Islafmésted political violence

despite not being involved in military interventions. Moreover, in the Islamic paradigm, the law is very clear
on this.N o matter what one’ s grievances ar e, i ndi scr
absolutely unlawful in Islamic law. The moral obligation is on the individual. There are good arguments for a
different kind of foreign policy but theargument nade here is skulduggery and contradicts moral
philosophy.

Political Engagement
MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to proactively engaging and consulting with representative and
grassroots organisations within British Muslim communities, including but not limited to Muslim

Engagement and Development.

Reality check] The Conservative Government has a proven track record of engaging grass roots
organisations and prominent individuals through the UK. For example, the Conservative Dahwmiise

13 https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2017/dec/19/londonrprosecutionscouldbe-droppedor-delayedin-pilot-scheme
Retrieved 9 Deceber 2019.

14 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/independenteview-of-prevent Retrieved 9 December 2019.
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Casey conducted a long study on social cohesion meeting over @@@nisationsand individuals and
writing a report with recommendations highly supportive of Muslims to further the cause of social
cohesion SimilarlyLord Nick Bourne, &onservativeCommunites Secretary, was in close working contact
with manymosques andviuslims.Likewise, he exConservatie MP,now Independent candidate, Dominic
Grieve QCis a close friend of the likes of Muhammad Igbal Bami chaired the Citizens UK report into
“Missirng Muslims: Thereare other Conservative MPs likenne Mainewho haveacted beyond their remit

to champon for instance therights of the Rohirgya people. Others like Brandd.ewis the previous
Chairman of the Conservative Parhave been to visit thenew Cambridge Mosque etc. Many of these
organisations that Conservatives MPs have engaged are much bigger and more deeply embedded with
Muslim communities than MENDCFor productive interactions there must be mutual understanding
between Government and orgasations. However both MENDand the MCB aréknown to be allied
politically with Labour andlave a long historgf dismissng Governmentproposals particularly on security.
Governmentare at liberty to choose which organisations they want to work with. While this needs to be
done in a fair way and must make rational sensewould be unrealistic to expect, for example, the
Government to work closely with Trade Unions that have cletstionships with Labour and fund Labour
activities. The same would apply here to MEND and the MCB.

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to recognising that Palestinian activism is a legitimate form of political
dialogue and commit to protecting the rights of British Muslims to advocate and support Palestinians’ right
to self-determination.

Realitycheck| UK | aw as it stands already protects peopl e
lawful protest and demonstration. It also protects the rights of exth who oppose BDS to challenge
activism, as necessary in an Open Society. The BDS movdaremtample has had decent traction and

success in the UKeven though there is considerable difference of opinion as to whetwmmomic

boycotts are legal or riofrom a Shari’ perspective. Overall, the UK has little influence on the issue of
Palestinian selfletermination, andlittle will happenunless the regional gepolitical conditions among

Arab countries changes, a morngeaceinterested Israeli leadership conseto power andthe US
Government ' s .Whether BDS hardepsrpeopleirs both camps or cultivates conditions for, for
example a two-state solution remains to be seen.

Minority Rights and Integration

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to preserving human rights and the protection of minority rights,
including, but not limited to, the rights to religious slaughter, male circumcision and the wearing of religious
dress or symbols as currently enshrined within UK legislation.

Reality check| The Conservativé&sovernmenthave notstated that any of these would be repealed or
watered down.In factit is onlythe Liberal Democrateho have publically statethat they will ban religious
slaughter(halal meat) yet they score higher than the Conservatives.

MEND’s Muslim pledge| Commit to supporting the protections afforded by the EU Equal Treatment
Directive to advance protection against discrimination on the grounds of religion to education, healthcare,
housing, access to goods and services and social protection, within UK law post-Brexit.

Reality check| There has been no suggestion that p8sexit any existng antidiscrimination lawsbe
changed including theRace Relations Act (1965), Equality Act (2010) or the Racial and Religious Hatred Act
(2006).

15 https://www.palestinecampaign.org/category/bdsRetrieved 7 December 2019.
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END OF PAPER

Appendix 1: MEND’s league table of party commitments to Muslim manifesto pledges

LEAGUE TABLE OF PARTY COMMITMENTS TO MEND'S MUSLIM MANIFESTO PLEDGES

MEND measured each party manifesto against our Policy Pledge areas and scored each area as follows; @ Pladge area

RACIAL AND THE LABOUR SECURITY
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GE20'|9 + Acceptance of + Prioritising PSHE o+ Tackle religious . Royal «Commit to + Engaging with + Commit to preserying Mostly met
APPG definiton of ch ia i iscrimination in Charter on Press i i grassroots Muslim  human rights such as
f(glOunJole' S . St - = e TR sl o ® Pledge area
. | du * Introduce name-blind  * Introduce 2nd stage within the Criminal  legislation since 2000. .+ Recognise that dress etc. fully met
B i job of Leveson inquiry. Justice System. *Committorecognise  Palestininan + Commit to protecting
- + Legistation 1o tackle ionudnn totackle  + Accommodate “""dmm '“hﬁd human rights and equal
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@(®®® /mendcommunity Read our full manifesto & policy pledges online | Visit www.mend.org.uk/get-out-and-vote mel"ld
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Appendix 2: The MCB’s comparison of manifesto commitments affecting British Muslims

General Election 2019 and Muslims
COMPARING MANIFESTO COMMITMENTS

Here are the policies in the Conservative Party, Labour Party and Liberal Democrat 2019 General Election
manifestos on key issues affecting British Muslims. The parties’ policies are compared with the Muslim Council of
Britain’s Ten Key Pledges to Support Muslim Communities. To view these pledges, and to read the Muslim Council of

Britain's election policy platform, visit mcb.org.uk/muslimsvote

Tackle Racism and Islamophobia

Adopt the APPG on British di of

Muslimness or perceived Muslimness.

across the UK, defining Islamophobia as being rooted in racism and as a type of racism that targets

M(B

The Muslim Council of Britain

4. Build a society free from all forms of racism including anti- Tackle the rise in hate crimes by making them aggravated
Tackle prejudice, racism and discrimination, and » & Semitismand hobia and ission an i offences and condemn Islamophobic and anti-Semitic —
protect people from physical attack or harassment for Rl z\‘ review into the threat of_far-nght extremism and hqw to - rhetoric_ by _those with pul:tlic platforms. Educate all
their ethnicity or religion. FAIL  tackle it Using social media platforms to combat the rise of - pyg  generations in tackiing the impact of fake news, and

The Conservative Party has not Internally adopted the
APPG definition of Islamophobia.

racism, including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, and
extremism expressed on social media. Work with partners
across Europe to challenge all three issues.

The Labour Party has internally adopted the definition of
Islamophobia.

proceed with Part Two of the Leveson Inquiry.

The Liberal Democrats have internally adopted the
definition of Islamophobia.

Religious Liberty

Defend the right of Muslims - and people of all faiths - to express their faith, be that in religious clothing, food and

Champion freedom of expression and tolerance,

of relig vance.

Strengthen communities’ rights to practice their religion i o <~
both in the UK and abroad. Update the Human B X free from persecution. Defend the right to wear religious fﬁ:’ﬁu”mi,f‘.’;ﬁg;‘{;“;'l_ tights by chaloning -
Rights Act to create a balance between the rights of ¥ z"& and other dress and symbols, and protect the practices s -
individuals, national security and effective PROGRESS which are crucial for many, such as the production of PASS PASS
government. . kosher and halal meat.

Engagement with Muslim Communities

Commit to proactively engage with a broad and

The Conservative Party does not currently
engage with the MCB.

Safeguard visitors at places of worship, by providing support and funding for any Muslim to

Expand funding for and protect places of worship.

FAIL

Safety at Places of Worship

Afp-.
IS4
PROGRESS

of British Muslim

Ensure the views of communities with or without faith are
respected and protected across society.

The Labour Party currently engages with the MCB.

toensurea

PASS

of views are being considered.

The Liberal Democrats currently engage
with the MCB.

PROGRESS

Review current levels of funding for and access to the
Places of Worship Protective Security Funding Scheme to
ensure it is proportionate to risk and consult on giving it
statutory protection to ensure that religious communities
have the support they need. Amend the law to include
attacks on places of worship as a specific aggravated
offence.

safety

5@

PASS

in line with other faith groups.

Provide funding for protective security measures to
places of worship, schools and community centres that

are vulnerable to hate crime and other terrorist attacks. =7

PROGRESS

Effective Health and Elderly Care Services

Focus policymaking on ensuring equity for all

of society,

and the general population.

No information.

Work across government to end the race disparities in our
health care system and develop a strategy to address race
inequalities in mental health services.

the gap in health and wellbeing standards, particularly b

o

Ider and elderly Musli

Require that a fair proportion of funding for health
research focuses on research into the mental health needs
of different communities, including BAME communities.

PROGRESS

FAIL PASS
Refugees
ge the re of igees across the UK, working with communities to address and tackle issues faced by refugees resettling in Britain.
Continue to grant asylum and support to refugees afe-. Continue to grant asylum and support to refugees fleeing Provide safe and legal routes to sanctuary in the UK by N
fleeing persecution, with the ultimate aim of helping . persecution, with the ultimate aim of helping them to return resettling 10,000 vulnerable refugees each year, and Y=
them to return home if it is safe to do so. < z\“ home if it is safe to do so. Uphold international legal fund community-sponsorship projects for refugees. e
PROGRESS commitments to refugees and allow people to exercise their ‘P)\SS PASS

rights to seek asylum.

Full Economic, Social and Public Participation in Bri
F— Byenabil

of minorities and women in politics and public life, g
&ffp-. End the under-repi

increased par ying soci inplace.

Improve diversity in public appointments so women
and ethnic minority groups, among others, are properly

Ensure no one is put off from engaging in ion of BAME ities in

politics or standing in an election by threats, - all aspects of public life and review the implementation :
harassment or abuse. I o all BAME shortlists. Consider how to ensure increased represented. Allow all BAME shortlists.
PROGRESS diversity at all levels, including the judiciary and elected ‘P‘ASS

Mayors.

Criminal Justice

Address the disparity of treatment and outcomes for BAME people within the criminal justice system. Rebuild trust with Muslim communities by ensuring all counter-
s evid

terror i -led, non- Y, and open t . o .

A 3 Gfp-. Conduct a wholesale review of Prevent. Tackle racial ReplscaEevent witha:scnme tha.l.pn(.)rltjses m'.“mumt.y .
Areview of the Prevent strategy, as committed to by 3 discrimination in the criminal justice system and review the and supports c In  their )7
the 2017-19 Conservative Government, is currently ¥ recommendations in the Lammy review along with own approach to tackling the dangers of violent
underway. o ool ot ; : o ism." Reduce the overrepr ion of people from

FAIL  [nvestigating the disproportionate number of young PASS AN hackeroundsthroughout the criminal justice systam, PASS

Muslim men in the prison population. *As per 2017 manifesto

Equality in Education

Ensure a fair appi to pi for all children, with a syllabus that reflects the diversity of communities, with appropriate parent involvement.

5@

PROGRESS

Support religious education about all faiths in all schools.
Review the curriculum to ensure that it enriches students
and covers subjects such as racism, anti-Semitism,
Islamophobia, xenophobia and black history and continues to
teach issues like the Holocaust. Fund schools to deliver

Introduce a ‘curriculum for life’ in all state-funded
schools, which will include Personal, Social and Health
Education, citizenship, and age-appropriate RSE. -

PROGRESS

Include mandatory Relationship and Sex Education
(RSE) in schools.

FAIL

mandatory RSE.
Ethical Foreign Policy

Support a binding r of asan and gn state, and address human rights abuses abroad, including in Kashmir, Xinjiang and Myanmar.

Maintain support for a two-state solution in Israel
and Palestine. Ban public bodies from imposing their
own direct or indirect boycotts, disinvestment or
sanctions campaigns against foreign countries.

Gffp-. Recognise the state of Palestine and call for an immediate

return to meaningful negotiations. Press for reform

U™ internationally to secure justice and accountability for

FAIL breaches of human rights, including in Syria, the Gaza Strip,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Yemen.

Recognise the state of Palestine, condemn violence on all
sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and support
Israel's right to security. Remain committed to a
negotiated peace settlement, which includes a two-state
solution.

PASS

Labour Party manifesto:
labour.org.uk/manifesto

Conservative Party manifesto: Liberal Democrat manifesto:

vote.conservatives.com/our-plan libdems.org.uk/plan

Labour has also produced a standalone Race and Faith manifesto.

Election 2019 Special: Reality Checking “Muslim Manifesto” by Dr Mamnun Khan, www.beingbritishmuslims.com, December 2019.
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